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As 2014 comes to a close, we are looking toward the
unknown of 2015. There are many things that are being
decided from the Sky Pastor to the church building. With
these tough decisions come an air of uncertainty and fear,
but also a glimmer of hope. As we move towards our goals
we can either be inspired to try new programs, to figure
out ways to build relationships, to find creative ways to
worship God, or we can be crippled by the fear of not
making a difference, of our fellowship dying off, of being
burnt out before the year even starts. That is why for this
year’s theme we will focus on Joshua 1:9 which states,
“This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not
be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” Let’s start this year being bold, listening
to God’s command to us, and not being afraid to try
something daring and new.
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Chandler Ochs (11teen)
So, my church asked me to write
a paragraph about my experiences
at Elijah’s Promise (Soup
Kitchen). Since I’ve only been
there twice, and I’ve done so little
for them, it might be hard to
express how I feel about the place
(but here I go anyway). First of
all, I’d like to address the amount
of people I saw in the kitchen (by
kitchen, I mean the place where
they make the food, not the entire
soup kitchen). It may not have
seemed like a lot but with the
space provided, the amount of
work they put out was
phenomenal. By observing the
people walking in to be served (I
mean the serving area of the
kitchen this time), I soon realized
that you cannot waste time;
otherwise, the job won’t get done,
and everyone won’t get fed. I
think that Mr. Angel, the
chef/manager (i.e. The Boss) of
the soup kitchen, understood this
perfectly, because he made sure
that there was nobody doing
nothing while at the same time
going around to help others. Since
my job was to clean the tables
after the people finished eating, I
was able to thoroughly examine
the place and what it was like
when it was completely filled.
What I saw was Mr. Angel and
the other workers diligently
completing their jobs, and at the
same time, keeping order to make
sure that the people who came in
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were always following the rules.
Overall, I think that Elijah’s
Promise is not only a volunteer
soup kitchen, but a dedication
because both of the times when I
went to Elijah’s Promise, Mr.
Angel and the others were always
working, not a moment of rest
until the job was done. Finally,
for all the people reading this, I
challenge you to act as Mr. Angel
did (doesn’t his name suit him) by
always giving your all, because I
know that someone somewhere
will always appreciate it and even
though you may not know it, it’s
the thought that counts (I
guarantee you’ve heard this
saying before so you know what I
mean).

Christine Su (CYP)
This past coffeehouse event in
November of 2014 felt really
special. Maybe it was because last
year’s event had an unforeseeable
wedding that took away our
space, but in any case everything
really seemed to come together
for this one. Everyone worked
together to get the acts in place, to
make sure we had enough snacks,
to get the decorations put up, and
to invite their friends to the event.
We even got the executive
director of Elijah’s Promise, Jim
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Zullo, to come speak at our event.
I was also happy that my 3 close
friends from high school came to
the event and even performed.
With all of these wonderful things
happening, I think the most
memorable moment for me was
when Matt and I invited these
local kids to our event. I had no
expectation that they would come,
but just hoped and prayed they
would. To my surprise, one of the
kids, Mitchell, came and brought
his 2 cousins. Another kid,
Asunsion, came and brought his
mom to the event.
It was
wonderful to see them there and I
was even more surprised that
Asunsion and his mom stayed for
the entire event. I don’t know if
anything will come out of it, but
my hope is that we can develop a
good relationship with these local
children and figure out a way to
serve them and share the good
news with them. Thanks to
everyone who put so much effort
into making the coffeehouse such
a wonderful event!

Maddie Chen performing at Coffeehouse
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Maddie Chen (11Teen)

Ryan Landino speaking on “Finding
God in the Wilderness”

Evan Chang (11Teen)
My experience this year at winter
retreat has been a unique one.
Many retreats are large and loud,
and can be really distracting when
trying to focus your time on
connecting with God. This retreat,
was my first time going to a
TAFPC only retreat, and I have to
say that it was a blessing to attend
it. The intimacy the retreat
provided helped to connect with
fellow members and strengthen
relationships. Ryan Landino also

“…appreciating the
little things in life
that God gives us…”
preached a powerful message
throughout the weekend that
really struck a chord with me.
Ryan preached about appreciating
the little things in life that God
gives us, and I find myself
looking and finding these gifts
everyday. Finding these little
thing can seem hard, but when
you find them, day after day, you
can see all the love that God
pours out for us.
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My experience at this winter
retreat was pretty amazing.
Leading up to it all, I had these
really high expectations of what it
would be like. I thought at
Johnsonburg, God would speak to
me and I would feel his presence
in a way I never felt before. After
a few days into the retreat, I didn't
really feel anything. I started to
wonder where God was in this
amazing, tranquil place. One
sermon our speaker Ryan Landino
told us really spoke to me. He
preached about the idea of manna,
God giving us just what we need,
and to see where God spoke to us
by looking at small, happy events
in our lives every day. It hit me
that God was always there
communicating with me in
different ways. I looked at how
God has blessed me the past few
days. Mike Lee was kind enough
to drive me and my sister to
retreat, Andrew and Christine
taught me how to play basketball,
and Josiah led an awesome small
group. I have to admit my
basketball skills are getting nice!
Anyway, Ryan's words made me
look at God and his ways in a
different light. So many times we
hear people talking about these
magnificent revelations about
seeing God, and it made me
wonder when God would talk to
me. I thought he was forgetting
about me, but actually he was
there around me all along.
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Chandler, the last man standing in
Assassins game

Josiah Wang (CYP)
This was my first winter retreat
with TAFPC. I've been with
TAFPC for about a year now, and
this was the most interesting
retreat I've been on, because of
how small and intimate. I
appreciated the warmness that
everyone had, and it was
interesting growing closer with
everyone at TAFPC. Ryan's
message definitely resonated,
specifically the whole part about
excuses (all the "buts" and the
"just a"s). It helped remind me
that even though I am just a
(relatively) new person to
TAFPC, that I still have a
responsibility to be a part of the
community, and that I should not
underestimate what God is doing
through me nor the church's
circumstances.

Listening and learning from Ryan
Landino
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Mike Wu…………………………………….Taiwan
Rebecca Chen……………………………..Japan
Jerome and Chloe Liang…………….Alaska
Tom Wu………………………………….….Florida
Kevin Lai……………………………………..Texas
David Lai…………………………………Michigan
Jonathan Hung……………………….Michigan
Joanna Huang…………………………..Virginia

Prayer is Powerful
Share prayer requests and pray for one another.
http://padlet.com/hnakagaw2010/SKYPrayerWall
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